Introduction
The International Consortium on Landslides (ICL) organized the first session of the Board of Representatives (BOR) of ICL at UNESCO headquarters on 19-21 November 2002. The session established the International Programme on Landslides (IPL) as its scientific program aiming to provide international authorization and advice to the projects proposed by the ICL members. The Board decided to establish the official journal "Landslides" of the ICL as the initial coordinating project (IPL-C100) of the IPL.
Landslides is the most important activity of the ICL for the progress of Landslide Science which will constitute the background of the ICL and its program IPL. Landslides has been developed by intellectual, practical, and financial supports from all ICL members and supports from landslide-related United Nations organizations and other global stakeholders who are willing to promote the landslide disaster risk reduction. Landslide disaster risk is increasing due to changing climate and global warming, and the progress of mountains, coastal, and urban development in many countries of the world. Landslide disaster risk reduction is one of the pressing global issues.
The ISDR-ICL Sendai Partnerships (now called as the Sendai Landslide Partnerships) 2015-2025 was established in Sendai in March 2015 (Sassa 2015) . To develop the partnerships for a longterm and stable framework to 2025, 2030, and beyond, the Kyoto Landslide Commitment 2020 (KLC2020) was proposed in May 2017 during the Fourth World Landslide Forum held in Ljubljana, Slovenia (Sassa 2019) . Landslides is expected to take a core role in the promotion of the KLC2020 for landslide disaster risk reduction. The ICL invites all relevant organizations and individuals to support this planned voluntary contribution (KLC2020) to the Sendai Landslide Partnerships 2015-2025, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, the 2030 Agenda Sustainable Development Goals, the New Urban Agenda, and the Paris Climate Agreement.
Landslides: journal of the International Consortium on Landslides Phenomena of landslides-downslope movements are studied by geologists, geomorphologists, civil engineers, mining engineers, agricultural and forest researchers, urban and city planning officers, and others. Technical terms and basic sciences are different for those landslide-related fields. Until the establishment of the journal Landslides, there was no international journal on landslides which was vitally necessary for the development of landslide science as an independent scientific field. Full-color photos of Landslides are common information which are understandable even without technical terms, specifically for all fields of scientists, engineers, officers, and policymakers.
The Japan Landslide Society published three color (the final issue was full color)-printed newsletter Landslide News from 1987 to 2003 for 15 years. Five thousand copies were printed and 2000 copies of Landslide News were distributed to world landslide researchers outside of Japan free of charge. At that point, we planned to publish full-color journal on landslides as one-step ahead of the Landslide News. The ICL negotiated with several international publishers on the possible publication of a fullcolor scientific journal from November 2002 (the first session of the Board of Representatives of the ICL) to March 2003. As a result of negotiation, the ICL reached the agreement to publish the world's first scientific full-color journal Landslides with Springer Verlag at Heidelberg, Germany. The first volume was published in 2004 with 4 issues/year and 323 pages/year. The journal had an impact factor of 0.986 in 2007. It moved to bimonthly journal in 2013 with 851 pages/year and the impact factor also increased to 2.814. The publication frequency of the journal has then moved to monthly in 2018 with 2524 pages/year and the impact factor further increased to 4.252 (Fig. 1) Preface
The current target of the ICL after the establishment of the journal Landslides is the ongoing establishment of long-term and stable framework for landslide disaster risk reduction:
Kyoto 2020 In order to promote the Kyoto Landslide Commitment 2020, the category of News/Kyoto Commitment was created in 2018 to be a common platform for all partners of KLC2020. This category aims to publish news, information, and activities of all partners of KLC2020. The list of recent articles from Vol. 15 (7) in 2018 to Vol. 16 (7) in 2019 is as follows.
Articles of News/Kyoto Commitment
The Global Promotion Committee of the International Programme on Landslides (IPL) and IPL World Centre. Landslides 15 (7) (Sassa et al. 2017 ). This book is published both in printed version and the free access digital version (open access book ISBN 978-3319-59469-9 (https://www.springer.com/gp/ book/9783319535005). The ICL consists of full members, associates, and also supporters. The total number of members is 99 from 37 countries/ regions. Figure 2a and b presents the areal distribution of members and the number of each country/region. 
ICL supporting organizations

